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We Presbyterians are good people, but good without excitement or 
enthusiasm. It is a case of the bland leading the bland. We are com- 
fortable for the most part, economically secure but extremely cautious. 
Our caution and our lack of definite commitment make us vulnerable 
to irresponsible attacks such as those directed at all who are members 
of the National Council of Churches. We are ineffective in our own 
defense because of the vague understanding we have of the church 
and of our Christian faith. Ironically, those who are assailing us dis- 
play an ardor and a determination which we do not seem to possess. 
The men attacking our Protestant churches prey upon the legitimate 
fear of Communism resident in all our hearts, as cancer quacks prey 
on our fears of this dread disease. These voices are listened to because 
of the blandness of the church, our lack of Christian conviction and 
sense of direction. . . . § Again and again I have asked myself, “What 
is distinctive about an American Presbyterian?” He is usually re- 
spected, often a community leader, generally well educated, frequently 
“upper class” when measured by wealth and culture, often very loyal 
to his church—but almost totally lacking in any truly distinctive Chris- 
tian characteristics. He has few if any disciplines imposed either by 
self or his church. He shrinks from the words self-denial and self- 
discipline as he shies from the word authority. § If any one thing is 
becoming clear in our American culture, it is that a keener sense of the 
importance of self-denial and self-discipline must arise from some 
source, or our civilization will disintegrate as have all other undisci- 
plined cultures in the past—ArtTHuR L. MILLER in his Moderatorial 
Report to the Cleveland Assembly. 











Letters to the Editors 





To-and-Fro on a Question of Status 





First Rank Seminaries 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

This refers to Mr. William Warner 
Ford’s letter to THe OvuTLOOK printed in 
your April 25 issue in which he expressed 
his concern, among other things, for a 
“seminary of first rank” for the “South- 
ern Presbyterian Church.” 

It was hardly necessary to read beyond 
the first paragraph of his letter to know 
that Mr. Ford had not attended Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond; no 
Union graduate would presume to have 
the insight to “rate” seminaries he had 
not struggled through for at least three 
years although he might have the 
“audacity” to believe we have a seminary 
of first rank in the Presbyterian Church 
of the United States. 

Even so, few of us (such as myself) 
would succumb to the temptation to put 
it in writing in this satirical fashion. 
Here I stand. May the Lord forgive my 
un-Christian defense. 

Georce D. HEATH. 
Elizabeth City, N.C. 


Denominational Seminaries 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I wish to reply to the letter by William 
Warner Ford, of Somerville, Tennessee. 
He makes the following blanket state- 
ment: 

“Until our Southern Presbyterian 
Church provides us with a seminary of 
first rank, we have no right to discour- 
age our candidates from attending other 
and better schools.” 

There are many reasons for attempting 
to guide the attendance of our ministerial 
candidates in their choice of seminaries. 
Many seminaries are quite dangerous in 
their destructive teachings. Also, there 
are seminaries which are not accredited. 
However, I am certain that Mr. Ford and 
I agree on all these statements. I also 
agree with him in stating that it would 
be dangerous to our church to keep all 
our ministerial candidates at “home sem- 
inaries.” However, there is a dangerous 
and erroneous generalization which he 
makes that is indeed quite untrue. 

We have front-line educational sem- 
inaries. I am a graduate of one, Union, in 
Virginia. In Union, as I am sure in our 
other seminaries, you will find dedicated 
Christian scholars to rank with the finest 
seminary professors in the country. The 
curriculum is excellent and compares most 
favorably with the other fine seminaries 
in the country. Our ministerial candi- 
dates who are trained in our “home sem- 
inaries” are “acquainted with movements 
taking place within the church and able 
to see the church on a nationwide and 
worldwide scale.” The Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., need make no apology for 
her seminaries. However, she must con- 
tinually strengthen them as all excellent 
seminaries must be continually keeping 
abreast of advanced educational develop- 
ments. 

There are two sides to the thought of 
discouraging men to go to other than 
“home seminaries,” but to make a blanket 
and unqualified statement as the para- 
graph quoted above is to be grossly unfair 
and to be open to the grave charge of 
“making a false statement.” 

I am not seeking to start a major con- 


troversy which cannot be settled by either 
side, but am replying to what I think to 
be a hasty and unfair charge against our 
denomination and her seminaries. 

WILLIAM E. GArDa. 
Ashland, Ky. 


EDITOR’S NOTE—The standing committee 
in the Jacksonville Assembly did not include 
the paragraph which has caused this debate 
(Outlook, Apr. 4) in its report; hence the 
Assembly did not adopt it. It is now clear 
that the original paragraph was not intended 
to refer to seminaries, denominational or in- 
dependent, that are in a mutually cordial 
relationship with the church, but rather to 
those where students are taught that their 
(Presbyterian) church is not trustworthy. 


Alabama Student Leaders 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

As the staff person who serves the 
Campus Christian Life Committee of the 
Synod of Alabama, I feel constrained 
to correct some of the misunderstanding 
growing out of your “editorial” concern- 
ing the Synod Westminster Fellowship 
Conference (April 25).* 

I have never seen a committee feel more 
strongly the weight of the responsibility 
resting upon them. The committee has 
continually approved Westminster Fel- 
lowship Council meetings and an annual 
Westminster Fellowship Conference for 
all students affiliated with the program. 
No member of the committee objected to 
the holding of such meetings, and the 
decision to which you referred in your 
“editorial” dealt solely with the timing of 
the meeting. 

The committee spent the better part of 
two days in two separate meetings sep- 
arated by approximately two weeks. Dur- 
ing these meetings and the intervening 
time, the members were continually seek- 
ing for divine guidance and the counsel 
of respected leaders both within the Synod 
and without. At the second meeting the 
committee received the counsel of the 
synod moderator, of a former moderator 
of the General Assembly, and from sev- 
eral other leading churchmen (the first 
was in person, and the remainder by re- 
port from those who had talked with these 
persons seeking their advice). Everyone 
agreed in their counsel to the committee 
that to hold the meeting would be right 
and proper, but that to hold it at this 
particular time would be “foolhardy.” 
After exploring every alternative to the 
fullest and after much prayer for divine 
guidance, the committee sought to dis- 
charge its responsibility. The committee 
felt very strongly its responsibility for 
the physical safety of the students in- 
volved, for the physical and financial well- 
being of the college (though the college 
officials urged that this not be considered ) 
and for the support of a vigorous and 
growing program of Campus Christian 
Life in the Synod of Alabama. 

It is difficult for me to criticize men like 
these for their decision when they reach 
it in the manner in which this committee 
discharged its duty. The committee realized 
that the students would feel disappointed 
and “let down.” However, for every stu- 
dent who felt that the church had “let 
him down,” there are five to ten active 
participants in the program and fifty or 


more adult churchmen who feel that the 
committee acted wisely under the gir. 
cumstances. 

For the record, the committee wag dj. 
vided 3-3 on the matter of postponing the 
conference. The committee regretted very 
much losing Dr. Winn, and they relue. 
tantly accepted his resignation because 
they understood that he must not impair 
his effectiveness in his primary mission. 
It should be pointed out that had the 
decision of the committee been in the 
other direction at least two other mem. 
bers of the committee would very likely 
have found it necessary to resign in order 
to maintain their effectiveness in their 
primary mission. The committee found it- 
self in a position for which there was no 
easy or perfect solution, and it sought to 
fulfill its responsibilities to the best of 
its ability in the light of the situation. 

Davip A. HUFFINES, Jr., 

Regional Director, 

Synod of Alabama 
Birmingham, Ala. 

*NOTE—Although this news report ap- 
peared on the editorial page it was placed 
there purely for mechanical reasons—there 
was space for it. No editorial judgments or 
interpretations were given. A correction is 
needed. We have been informed that the 
bombing threat at Stillman came before and 
not in connection with the proposed student 
meeting.—Eds. 


METHODIST INSTITUTIONS 
REMINDED OF POLICIES 


DENVER, CoLo. (RNS)—Institutions 
related to the Methodist Church were 
warned by the denomination’s General 
Conference here that their race policies 
and practices must be “in accord with 
the teachings of Jesus.” 

A report adopted by the conference 
urged the church’s general boards to study 
cooperatively the institutions’ admission 
and employment policies and practices 
and the availability of their services. 

The institutions to be covered include 
local churches, colleges, universities, the- 
ological schools, publishing agencies, 
hospitals and homes. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., AR and 
United Presbyterians, USA 


There is no charge for these listings. 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Iron Gate, Va., Kayser Mm] & Glen Wil- 
ton chs, 90 mbs; town of about 750. Prefer 
North or West; 2 Aug. Sundays. Manse 
exce. S. G. Harness, Iron Gate, Va, 

New York, N.Y., 2nd ch, 300 mbs. mid- 
town Manhattan, near Union Seminary; 
prefer country: Tenn., or East Coast, July 
or Aug. Manse excg. James G. Spence, 
360 Central Park, W., NYC. 

Carolina Beach, N. C., 180 mbs; 2 svs: 8 
& 11 a.m. Prefer N. Y. or Pittsburgh area 
or mtns. Last 4 July Sundays. Harry P. 
Mitchell. Box 571, Carolina Beach, N, C. 
WISH TO SUPPLY 

Florida. July 10, 17. 8S. Arthur Tallman, 
705 Broad Ave., Belle Vernon, Pa. 

Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 7, 14. Would 
like manse. William Stephenson, Lowell, 
Ind. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 14, 21. Henry G. Skoog, 
Box 47, Stanford, Ill. 

Madison, Ohio, area, Aug. 14. Robert 
Gouwens, 115 W. Front St., Buchanan, 
Mich, 

New York City 100-mi. radius. June 12- 
Aug. 21. Martin J. Bohn, 6th Msl. Bn. 6th 
Arty, Finleyville, Pa. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP 


e New Jersey State Education offi- 
cials have ruled that religious notices 
may not be distributed to public school 
students. The action was taken when ob- 
jections were voiced to notices announc- 
ing Roman Catholic masses and Protes- 
tant religious retreats... .e@ A FOUR- 
YEAR 48-member commission on inter- 
jurisdictional relations has been appoint- 
ed by the Methodist General Conference 
to work for an end to the all-Negro cen- 
tral jurisdiction. . . . @ PRESIDENT Et- 
SENHOWER has been invited to visit the 
International Christian University near 
Tokyo during his June 19-23 visit to 
Japan and Presbyterian Yonsi College 
during his one-day visit to Seoul, Korea, 
June 22... . @ THE MetnHopist Gen- 
eral Conference voted 424-319 to retain 
the pledge for candidates for the ministry 
whereby they agree to abstain from “all 
indulgences, including tobacco.”. . . . @ 
THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND’s Temper- 
ance and Morals committee has endorsed 
birth control as “but a further step in 
man’s attempt to control his environ- 
ment.”. . . @ METHODIST BISHOPS will 
be limited to 12 years in any one area, 
under legislation approved by the recent 
General Conference. .. . e CHURCH CON- 
STRUCTION records continue to rise, al- 
though the national record in the build- 
ing of houses is 16% below the 1959 
level. April church construction mark: 
$75,000,000, a gain of one million over 
March and 12% ahead of April 1959. 
The total record for the year shows a 
10 gain over last year....@ OF THE 
WoRLD’s 12,500,000 Jews, approximately 
5,367,000 live in the United States. En- 
rollment in Jewish religious schools in 
the U. S. is now nearly 554,000, an in- 
crease of more than 131% in ten years. 

. © CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANT lead- 
ers, with Evangelist Billy Graham among 
the sponsors, are exploring the possibility 
of establishing a large Christian univer- 
sity in the New York metropolitan area. 
September, 1963, is mentioned as a ten- 
tative opening date and $20,000,000 is 
sought for an initial investment. ... 
THe British Counc. oF CHURCHES 
has decided that at “this stage” it is not 
prepared to support the establishment of 
any permanent organization of European 
Christian cooperation. ... e AN INFOR- 
MATION office to serve Protestant clergy 
and laymen from abroad will soon be 
opened in Brussels, Belgium. 





Cleveland Prevue 


172nd UPUSA Assembly Faces 
Eight Days of Business 


With two pre-Assembly nominees in 
prospect for the 172nd United Presbyte- 
rian, USA, General Assembly, the choice 
of a moderator appeared to be between 
two pastors. They are, Edler G. Haw- 
kins, 51, St. Augustine church, New. York 
City, and Herman L. Turner, 68, Cov- 
enant church, Atlanta, Ga. 

Following the opening communion 
service, the 992 commissioners will con- 
vene that afternoon in the Music Hall of 
Cleveland, Ohio, Public Auditorium, and 
after nominations of these and, perhaps, 
other men, they will convene in sections 
to cast their votes. 

The new moderator, succeeding Arthur 
L. Miller, of Denver, Colo., will preside 
over an eight-day session, Wednesday to 
Wednesday, May 18-25. 


Faith and Healing 


A major report to the Assembly will 
be on Religious Faith and Healing. Paul 
C. Warren, Baltimore, Md., pastor, is 





Cleveland Special Events 


The pre-Assembly conference on evan- 
gelism in Cleveland scheduled a variety 
of speakers and seminars under the 
theme, “Our Impact for Christ.” On the 
evenings of the Assembly the following 
meetings were scheduled: 

Wednesday, May 18, “The Church 
and World Affairs,’ Charles Malik of 
Lebanon. The College of Wooster choir. 

Thursday, Africa: “The Mark of the 
Hawk” motion picture. 

Friday, ‘““The Church and the Older 
Person.” 

Saturday, Theological seminary din- 
ners. 

Sunday, 4:30 and 5 p.m., Christian 
Education, COEMAR, National Mis- 
sions suppers. 8 p.m., Lesslie Newbigin, 
speaking. 

Monday, College of Wooster dramatic 
presentation, “Christ and the Concrete 
City.” 

Tuesday, May 24, Bishop Newbigin, 
Westminster Choir College choir. 

Evening meetings and business ses- 
sions of the General Assembly are held 
in the Music Hall, Cleveland Public Au- 
ditorium, 1220 E. Sixth St. 


chairman of the committee which has 
been at work on this question for several 
vears. 

The advisory committee on the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church in Washing- 
ton, D. C., will report its invitation to 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and other 
Reformed churches to join in a united 
program in building and maintaining the 
National church. At its recent Jackson- 
ville Assembly the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in a unanimous action, declined 
to accept the invitation, but suggested 
possibilities that might be explored in 
terms of a center of cooperation and 
united activity in Washington (OUTLOOK, 
May 16). 

A full docket of recommendations will 
be proposed by the Department of Social 
Education and Action dealing with (1) 
ethical issues in industrial relations, (2) 
church-state relations, (3) the basis of 
Christian action in the secular order, 
(4) international relations. As directed 
by the 1959 Assembly, studies are being 
continued in regard to (5) the problem of 
alcohol, (6) crime prevention and cor- 
rection, (7) ethical issues in economic 
life, (8) population problems and 
planned parenthood. 

On race relations, the department calls 
for reaffirmation of previous statements 
by the Assembly looking toward “a non- 
segregated church in a non-segregated 
society” and it deals specifically with (1) 
the responsibility and right of all citizens 
to vote, (2) the calling of ministers with- 
out respect to race, (3) the vocational 
aspirations and training of non-white 
youth, (4) legislation prohibiting dis- 
crimination in public accommodations, 
and (5) de-segregation in the public 
schools. It calls for “Christians to throw 
their support behind every legitimate ef- 
fort to achieve the full freedom of every 
child to attend, without respect to color, 
the school nearest his place of residence.” 


Former U. S. Moderator 

The ‘Message to the Nation” drawn 
up by a joint committee appointed by the 
UPUSA and U. S. Assembly Moderators 
(OuTLOOK, May 9), is to be read to the 
Assembly by the retiring moderator and 








it will be recommended that the paper 
be made available to the churches. Ernest 
Trice Thompson, recent moderator of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly, is the 
fraternal delegate from his church. He 
will address the Cleveland Assembly. 

The Division of Ecumenical Relations 
will receive the fraternal delegate from 
the National Presbyterian Church in 
Mexico, David Macias, and will transmit 
the request of the Mexican church that 
relations in that country be maintained 
directly with the General Assembly. 

John A. Mackay is recommended as 
the fraternal delegate to the sesquicen- 
tennial General Assembly of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church June 14-18, 
Nashville, Tenn. Samuel C. Weir was 
the delegate to the General Synod of the 
A. R. Presbyterian Church. 

A continuing emphasis will be made 
related to the Reformed and Presbyterian 
Jubilee this year marking the 400th an- 
niversary of the Scottish Reformation. 


Austin Seminary 

The Council on Theological Education 
has reaffirmed “its conviction that the 
objective of a single, major Presbyterian 
seminary in the Southwest can best be 
achieved through the united action of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A. and Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 
relation to Austin Seminary.’ However, 
it is indicated that necessary funds will 
not be available from the General Mis- 
sion Budget and hope is expressed that 
ways may be found to secure capital funds 
elsewhere ‘which will allow for an earlier 
implementation of the plan for joint op- 
eration and control of Austin Seminary.” 

The Council on Theological Education 
urges an arrangement with the Board of 
Christian Education under which the sec- 
retary of the general division of higher 
education of the Board would also serve 
as executive secretary of the council. The 
service of a consultant or consultants 
would also be provided under terms of 
a $25,000 annual budget. 

Conclusion of a five-year study of the- 
ological education is reported, with “evi- 
dence that the seminaries are all review- 
ing their programs.” 

Service by chaplains during the past 
year is recorded as follows: 204 on ac- 
tive duty—55 Army, 71 Navy, 55 Air 
Force, 23 Veterans Administration, with 
ten others not counted here on part-time 
assignments at veterans’ hospitals. 

Progress is reported by the committee 
appointed to draft a brief contemporary 
statement of faith and continuation of 
the work is recommended. 

Emphasis of the Commission on Evan- 
gelism is on (1) every church a witness- 
ing fellowship and (2) every church 
member a witnessing Christian. The re- 
port to the Assembly stresses “the cen- 
trality of worship in the witness of the 
local congregation and the evangelistic 
impact of an informed and responsive 
worshipping congregation.” 


4 


Retired Ministers 

Problems involving the possible service 
of retired ministers to churches is dealt 
with in the report on ministerial relations 
with indications that efforts are made in 
cases to employ a retired minister at 
$1,200 per year, with his full-time serv- 
ice anticipated (as the committee points 
out, at $3.33 a day). The committee says: 

“Since most churches will pay $25 for 
supplying their pulpit on a Sunday morn- 
ing, can we expect much more than one 
or two days a week for the services of 
the retired minister? To give more than 
that much service at this minimum of 
$1,200 per year, represents a sacrifice on 
the part of the retired minister which 
goes far beyond that which other members 
of the church will usually make.” 

It is suggested that a minister, con- 
templating retirement at 65, may well 
spend a few more years in the ministry, 
thereby improving his pension consider- 
ably and satisfying “the inward yearn- 
ings for Christian service which enforced 
inactivity by retirement cannot supply.” 

The department reports giving help 
to 706 churches and 795 members during 
the year. 

A committee studying the nature of the 
ministry indicates the need of help in 
fulfilling its assignment, dealing par- 
ticularly with the non-pastoral ministry, 
and it asks for its report to be scheduled 
for 1962. In the meantime, help will be 
solicited from the presbyteries, theological 
seminaries and elsewhere. 

One of the best years in the history of 
the United Presbyterian Foundation is 
reported, with 1959 gifts amounting to 
$590,180 and total funds at the end of 
1959 shown at $11,274,571. 

Presbyterian Life reports a current cir- 
culation of 1,137,000, with 82.1% of the 
families in the church enrolled as sub- 
scribers. There are 2,989 congregations 
not in the Every Home Plan. The Gen- 
eral Assembly subsidy last year amounted 
to 22¢ per subscription. Advertising rev- 
enue grossed $475,837. 


Directory for Worship 

The new Directory for Worship is 
presented to the Assembly for submission 
to the presbyteries, concluding a work 
begun in 1955. Since 1957 a joint com- 
mittee has included representatives of the 
former United Presbyterian Church of 
North America and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 

A conflict of assignments within the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., further in- 
volved the enterprise when in 1959 the 
(U.S.) Assembly declined to recall the 
task of preparing a Directory of Worship 
from the ad interim committee working 
on the revision of the Book of Church 
Order. The joint committee has continued 
to function since both General Assem- 
blies have authorized their representa- 
tives to work at the task. The committee 
reports to the Cleveland Assembly: 


“There is now diminished hope that the 


two sister communions may have identi- 
cal directories for worship. Not all hope 
is lost, because the ad interim committee 
[U.S.] has undertaken to consider fully 
the document produced by the joint com. 
mittee on worship, in coming to its own 
conclusions as to the nature of a desirable 
directory.” 


Presbyterian Reunion 


The committee on church union reports 
informal discussions with representatives 
of other churches and it solicits sugges- 
tions and the prayers of the church in its 
work. It declares: 

“The committee is tragically aware that 
we are still divided from our brothers and 
sisters in the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. For 155 years we were one 
church. Only when the nation faced pos- 
sible division in 1861 did such men as 
Drs. Thornwell, Dabney, Palmer and Wil- 
son favor a divided church. The nation 
did not divide, but the church of our 
fathers did and in 1961 we will have been 
apart for one hundred years. The com- 
mittee prays and awaits the day when 
the union so recently consummated, and 
which we now so much enjoy, will include 
the larger reunion with our fellow-Presby- 
terians of the South. ‘Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem.’ ” 

The special committee on planned 
parenthood, following instructions of the 
1959 Assembly, reports that it “has taken 
most seriously the mandate to make ‘a 
thorough study of this whole matter’ of 
Christian marriage, the God-given im- 
plications of the sexual relationship, fam- 
ily planning, use of contraceptives, and 
civil laws having effect in this field.” 

The committee’s report is expected to 
be completed next year. 

A General Council recommendation, 
supporting a 1959 overture, provides that 
ordained ministers of other denomina- 
tions with whom the UPUSA Assembly 
“is in correspondence shall be allowed 
to participate in the service of ordination 
of the candidate to the ministry and in 
the laying on of hands by the vote of the 
members of the presbytery ordaining said 
candidate.” 

The General Council reports adversely 
in regard to setting up the church’s own 
corporation for the insurance of church 
property against loss by fire. 


$10 Million Loan Fund 

Satisfactory execution of the plan pro- 
viding Guaranteed Fund Loans is re- 
ported from the Board of National Mis- 
sions. Two years ago the Board was au- 
thorized to borrow up to $10,000,000 for 
reloaning to churches or presbyteries for 
new church development and church ex- 
tension. By July 31 of this year it is 
expected that $5,000,000 will have been 
borrowed. The interest rate on these loans 
is 544%, while the Board pays 474%. 
New England, New Jersey and New York 
representatives have urged, and the Gen- 
eral Council recommends, formation of 
a planning commission of the New York 
metropolitan area to provide an overall 
strategy for the UPUSA church in that 
area. 
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Strong support of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches is expressed by the Gen- 
eral Council, along with severe condem- 
nation of those responsible for the recent 
Air Force Manual incident. 

Of all denominations resettling refu- 
gees under Church World Service, the 
UPUSA Resettlement Committee has 
placed the largest number under the Es- 
capee Act. In all programs in which the 
church has participated, 14,853 persons 
have been helped. 

Total giving at the Assembly level from 
all living sources last year is reported 
at $31,839,160, for a 5.05% increase 
over 1958. The General Mission Pro- 
gram for next year calls for $27,135,000 
in a current operating program budget, 
with anticipated funds from all sources 
totalling $36,964,000. 


Exchange of Churches 

The stated clerk reports that in con- 
nection with the arrangement with the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., on union and 
federated churches, the net amount due 
the UPUSA church now totals $9,672, 
since no changes have been made because 
of validated appraisals of churches trans- 
ferred during the past year. Under this 
plan a ten-year tabulation is kept, show- 
ing a money-balance based on the ex- 
change of church buildings between the 
denominations. This applies particularly 
in border areas. 

His office also reports that, contrary 
to Assembly instructions, 855 churches 
failed to report making an annual review 
of the salary of the pastor and 649 
churches with full-time unordained 
church workers did not review salaries 
being paid. The General Assembly meets 
in six geographical areas in rotation. A 
proposed amendment to the rule will pro- 
vide that rotation to an area shall not 
be mandatory if it would make it neces- 
sary to return within fifteen years to a 
city which has already been host to a 
General Assembly. This is occasioned 
because in Pennsylvania, an area to it- 
self, only Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 
have adequate facilities for the enter- 
tainment of an Assembly. 


Church Women Appeal 
For Disarmament Steps 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS)—United 
Church Women, a department of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, went on 
record here in favor of a long-range pro- 
gram for eventual universal disarma- 
ment. 

The organization’s board of managers, 
at a three-day meeting, urged the United 
States government to make the necessary 
studies and research to reach agreement 
on disarmament with adequate controls. 

In the area of racial tension the church 
women called attention to the recently 
approved anti-discrimination resolution 
of the United Nations Commission on 
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Human Rights. 

By resolution the women registered 
support of the principle of service with- 
out discrimination. They indicated ap- 
proval of the sit-in movement in the 
South as a non-violent protest to secure 
social justice. 

Several ways in which women could 
give concrete support to the movement 
were listed by the managers. These in- 
cluded participating in efforts to support 
or initiate bi-racial committees to find 
solutions to the discrimination problem, 
support of merchants who show willing- 
ness to serve without discrimination and 
financial contributions to meet urgent 
needs. 

Other resolutions passed by the gov- 
erning body: 

Endorsed ratifications of the interna- 
tional development association by the 
Senate. 

Urged adoption of Senate concurrent 
resolution No. 36, known as Point 4 for 
Indians. 

Affirmed support of Senate bill 2864, 
which provides for a five-year education 
program for migrant children. 

Called for an increase of $750,000 in 
the appropriation for Indian health serv- 
ice. 

Asked favorable consideration of bills 
affecting refugees and immigrants now 
pending in congress and urged that funds 
already authorized be made available for 
the program of World Refugee Year. 

Mrs. William Sale Terrell, West Hart- 
ford, Conn., is national president of 
United Church Women. Members of the 
board of managers from 48 states par- 
ticipated in the annual meeting. 





The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 


PONDERABLES ... 


There are many places in the North 
where the races may drink Coca Cola side 
by side, but not so many where they can 
receive Holy Communion together with- 
out precipitating a crisis—The Living 
Church. 

* @¢ * 


The new social order of freedom and 
equality, in which all may find security 
and self-respect, demands not amiable 
sentiment, but forthright action —Epis- 
copal Bishop W. B. Donegan. 


* * n 


The prophetic ministry in the South 
is largely dead.—John N. McCormick of 
Virginia Theological Seminary. 

* * @ 


Any facility, if it is public, is public 
to all people who behave decently and 
who can pay whatever charge is connected 
with it. A public facility which is segre- 
gated becomes private. If a store invites 
the public to buy and welcomes all the 
public to the ribbon counter it must also 
welcome everyone to the lunch counter.— 
William Dimmick, Donelson, Tenn. 


* * * 


Let us not think that like children we 
can shout down other people and their 
wishes and interests. They are not ghosts, 
nor children to be frightened away. There 
is only one way for free men to overcome 
conflict, and that is by talking together 
in reasonable self-control, and thus find- 
ing a third way which leads to peace.— 
Episcopal House of Bishops’ Pastoral 
Letter, 1958. 





Jacksonville Actions 


What was, to you, the most 
gratifying action of the Jack- 
sonville Assembly? 


Rosert T. Coiitns, Mexico, Mo., 
minister—(1) The almost-unanimous de- 
cision to continue our united witness with 
other Protestants through the National 
Council of Churches. (2) The request 
that the Board of World Missions make 
a study of our world mission philosophy. 

Pau J. CoBLENTZ, Missionary to Bra- 
zil—Adoption of the Christian Relations 
report which brings into focus most of 
the real problems which face the church 
today. 

RAYMOND C. DINGLEDINE, Harrison- 
burg, Va., elder — Almost unanimous 
adoption of the report strongly upholding 
the National Council of Churches and 
stressing the importance of the united 
work of Christians. 

C. Epwarp Davis, Griffin, Ga., min- 
ister—The unanimous report of the Com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Relations in deal- 


ing with the very difficult problems which 
the church faces. 

Roy S. Lonc, Montgomery, W. Va., 
elder—Deletion of paragraph 4 of Rec- 
ommendation 1 from the report of the 
standing committee on Christian Rela- 
tions. 

ANDREW EpINGTON, Kerrville, Texas, 
elder—The action requesting the Board 
of World Missions to consider appointing 
a special committee to study the problems 
and philosophy of missions. 

Frazier B. ApAMs, Jackson, Ky., el- 
der—The record budget of $9,456,230, 
which proves that our Assembly means 
business for many Assembly causes. 

Gary M. Jones, Conroe, Texas, min- 
ister—Passage of the Christian Relations 
report, thus re-affirming our church’s pre- 
vious actions in this critical social matter. 

R. W. Parker, Middlesboro, Ky., el- 
der—The remarkable way in which the 
differing opinions were blended into an 
agreeable solution of the problems at 
hand. 














U. S. G. A.—Jacksonville 


Concluding Assembly Discussion 


(Continued from last week.) 
MONDAY EVENING 


Last year the Assembly authorized pre- 
sentation of a full-color reproduction of 
the seal of the church to the congregation 
that entertains the Assembly. This pre- 
sentation was made to Dr. Kissling of 
the Riverside church and through him 
to Howard Covington, chairman of the 
Riverside committee. In turn, a wooden 
Celtic cross was presented the moderator 
on behalf of the Riverside church. 


Women’s Work 

Wade P. Huie, Jr., Decatur, Ga., gave 
the report on Women’s Work, outlining 
important achievements of the past year 
and pointing to important plans being 
developed. A feature of this report was 
the presentation of the new executive sec- 
retary, Evelyn L. Green, who expressed 
her appreciation of the Assembly’s sup- 
port and appealed for a continuation of 
it in a cooperative venture. She empha- 
sized as a major concern of the Women’s 
Board that of the wholeness of the church, 
that we may come to understand the na- 
ture of the church in order that what we 
do may contribute to that wholeness. She 
expressed an earnest concern to cooperate 
with all agencies and efforts in this direc- 
tion and she said the Women’s Board 
will use every means to listen to what 
the women in the church have to say, 
what their needs are as she appealed also 
to sessions and pastors to help in deter- 
mining these needs. 


Christianity and Health 

The report on Christianity and health 
offered by Paul H. Edris of Daytona 
Beach, Fla., occasioned no discussion or 
debate, but it made significant assign- 
ments for the permanent committee on 
Christianity and health, including: 


“That the permanent committee on 
Christianity and Health be directed to 
study the feasibility of compiling and 
keeping up-to-date a mailing list of those 
members of our churches engaged in the 
healing professions, for the purpose of 
providing them with pertinent reports 
and information and of inviting sugges- 
tions from them... . 

“In connection with the studies now be- 
ing made by the permanent committee 
relative to alcoholism and other specific 
problems, there be included a study of 
the prevalent use of tranquilizing drugs 
and the implications of such use for the 
Christian faith. 

“The permanent committee (is) re 
quested to make a study of the implica- 
tions for the Christian to be found in 
the current medical reports concerning 
the alleged relationship between cancer 
and the smoking of cigarets and the use 
of other forms of tobacco... . 

“The Assembly recommends that a com- 
mittee on Christianity and health be or- 
ganized in each presbytery to serve as an 
arm of the Assembly’s committee at the 
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presbytery level, and to effectuate the 
plans of the Assembly’s committee par- 
ticularly in the area of the proposed pro- 
grams for establishing closer relations 
between the healing professions and the 
clergy.” 


On Embattled Ministers 

Marc C. Weersing presented the sup- 
plemental report of the standing com- 
mittee on the Minister and His Work. 
This dealt with the resolution introduced 
earlier by Dr. Kadel seeking to find ways 
and means to come to the aid of em- 
battled ministers who find themselves in 
difficulty because of their support of ac- 
tions taken by the General Assembly. 
Dr. Kadel had been joined in signing 
the resolution by Dr. Thompson, the re- 
tiring moderator, Lawrence I. Stell and 
B. F. Hall. The resolution read as fol- 
lows: 


“WHEREAS these are days of crisis in 
America as social patterns are in the 
process of change, and 

“WHEREAS the voice of our church is clear 
and direct as expressed in the official 
statements of our General Assembly, 
and 

“WHEREAS individual ministers are seek- 
ing to interpret the pronouncements 
of our Assembly in the communities 
in which our denomination is at 
work, and 

“WHEREAS certain ministers, while speak- 
ing the mind of the church in love, 
have found their positions jeopar- 
dized, and 

“WHEREAS when these ministers speak the 
mind of the Assembly, the Assembly 
has a moral responsibility to support 
them, 

“Now THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 

“1. That the General Assembly deplore 
the action of individuals and groups who 
seek to silence these voices through in- 
timidation or coercion. 

“2. That the General Assembly also de- 
plore the autocratic voice of the minister 
who does not speak the mind of the As- 
sembly in love. 

“3. That we extend our hearts in love 
and prayer toward any minister who has 
found, or may find, himself in difficulty as 
he bears witness in love to the position 
of our church. 

“4. That we instruct the General As- 
sembly’s Permanent Committee on the 
Minister and His Work to explore ways 
and means by which the church-at-large 
may stand significantly behind our min- 
isters at such times, and report to the 
1961 Assembly. 

“5. That any ministers or elders who 
have knowledge of individual circum- 
stances of this type call such to the atten- 
tion of the Assembly’s committee, and any 
minister so involved feel free to discuss 
his problem with the Assembly commit- 
tee, in order that the committee may have 
these specific cases as a framework in 
which to do its work.” 

Instead of approving or endorsing the 
procedure requested here, the standing 
committee, replied as follows: 

“The Standing Committee would assure 


the Assembly that the Permanent Com- 
mittee of the Assembly on the Minister 


and His Work, cognizant of difficult sity. 
ations which have arisen in the past, has 
been exploring and will continue to ex. 
plore ways and means through the chureh 
courts by which the church-at-large may 
stand significantly behind ministers and/ 
or congregations who are bearing witness 
in love to the position of our church, 

“The Standing Committee would call 
particular attention to the statement of 
the 98th General Assembly entitled Free. 
dom of the Pulpit, (Minutes of the Gen. 
eral Assembly 1958, pp. 76-78). 

Dr. Thompson then moved to substi- 
tute the original resolution. He said the 
problem here is the case of the minister 
who has been forced out of his pulpit, 
particularly because of his fidelity to what 
the General Assembly has declared. The 
permanent committee, it is declared, is 
aware of the problem, is working on it 
and is helping with it. I am sure it does 
help to secure pastoral employment when 
ministers have been forced from their 
pulpits, but to attempt to secure pastoral 
employment is all that it is doing in this 
connection. (Dr. Thompson referred to 
his own years of experience as chairman 
of the Assembly’s permanent committee.) 
He quoted a member of the permanent 
committee who was a commissioner to the 
Assembly who said that the permanent 
committee has not worked on the basic 
problem at all. 

Dr. Thompson said that if a commit- 
tee is at work on the problem, the Gen- 
eral Assembly is not aware of it, cer- 
tainly not if the committee is doing any- 
thing about it in any significant way. He 
asked, “Can nothing more be done than 
to secure employment for such ministers? 
I am not yet willing to admit that this is 
all that can be done.” 

This is a responsibility of presbyteries, 
it has been pointed out, but for various 
reasons it is difficult for a presbytery to 
act because it is often bound up in the 
situation and the presbytery often does 
nothing more than to help secure another 
pastorate for the man. 

He described a situation recently re- 
ported to him where a minister was given 
an ultimatum by his officers who insisted 
upon his resignation within a matter of 
weeks, without any explanation. The 
only thing anyone could suggest as a pos- 
sible reason for the demand of the officers 
was the privately expressed view of the 
minister in opposition to economic pres- 
sures being directed toward Negroes in 
his area who are attempting to register in 
order to vote. 

Dr. Thompson said the Assembly’s 
statement on Freedom in the Pulpit is 
an excellent statement, as the standing 
committee has indicated. We might send 
a copy of it to the minister in question 
and it might be of some help to him. We 
could send a copy of it to the Session, 
but I don’t think it would help them or 
be of any real help for the next minister. 
Our difficulty comes because we have 
not implemented our expressed support 
in such instances. Here, for the first 
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time, is suggested a very cautious step. 
By adopting the resolution we would 
request the permanent committee to work 
on the problem and report to the General 
Assembly. 

Recommendation 5 is emphasized be- 
cause it may possibly serve as a deter- 
rent. The fact that professors in colleges 
and universities belong to an association 
which provides them some protection 
serves in many cases to protect their free- 
dom even if appeals are not made to the 
association. By the very fact of its ex- 
istence, it renders an effective service. 

The real question is, ““Are you satisfied 
with what has been done up to the pres- 
ent time for the protection of such min- 
isters, or do you agree that we can do 
more?” 

An effort was made from the floor to 
provide that in addition to ministers who 
are faced with difficult situations in re- 
gard to social applications of the gospel, 
there should be added those who find 
themselves in difficulty because of their 
defense of the Reformed faith. But this 
was turned down by the Assembly. 


Weersing Response 

Dr. Weersing spoke in opposition to 
the proposed resolution, declaring that if 
anything should be done it should be 
done at the presbytery level and that the 
Assembly’s permanent committee is at 
work on the problem. 

A commissioner said you can’t shove 
a minister down a congregation’s throat 
or vice versa. 

Paul M. Edris supported the Thomp- 
son resolution, saying that the Assembly 
is without power to establish original 
jurisdiction in a local or presbytery situ- 
ation, but perhaps there is something 
we can do that neither the Assembly nor 
the committee can think of just now. 


Graham White, the executive of the 
permanent committee on the Minister and 
His Work was requested to state what 
is being done by the committee at the 
present time. He said that in cases which 
they have they think first of the minister, 
second of the congregation, and third of 
the presbytery’s commission on the Min- 
ister and His Work. There are a number 
of ministers who have found themselves 
in difficulty. The committee is prohibited 
from dealing with nominating committees 
of churches in seeking to find new places 
for displaced men, for it is restricted 
to dealing with presbytery commissions 
only. Sometimes it is advantageous for 
a minister to make a change, he said. 
The situation in a church must be healed 
before a new minister is called. 


Debate was cut off and with what was 
generally admitted to be an involved and 
complex consideration, with many com- 
missioners not sure of the specific point 
at issue, the resolution was rejected 215- 
191. The standing committee report was 
subsequently adopted with an amend- 
ment offered by Warner DuBose, Jr., in- 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e When the census-taker 
appeared at our door we were informed 
that it would be our privilege to fill in 
the longer form. Phyllis and I set to 
work to answer the 69 questions, which 
ranged from our plumbing arrangement 
to our personal incomes. Like the man 
in The New Yorker, we were disappointed 
with, the questions. ‘The government 
wants to know whether our house is heat- 
ed with steam or hot air. What we wanted 
to answer were questions like: Do you, 
in fact, trust in God? Do you consider 
yourself corrupt (partly? wholly? acci- 
dentally? on purpose?).” We agree with 
him when he says: “It seems that the 
proper aim of the census is not to find 
out if our house is built over a basement 
or on a concrete slab, but if our nation 
is built on a rock or on quicksand.” This 
is not the first time we have discovered 
good theology in The New Yorker! 

TUESDAY e Is this a straw in the 
wind? Among the new paperbacks I 
notice Paul Tillich’s The New Being 
(Scribners $1.25). But this is a volume 
of sermons! Is this the first collection of 
modern sermons to be offered in this 
form? And if so, does it portend a new 
trend, and a new interest in preaching? 

WEDNESDAY e The Methodist Church 
recently concluded a survey of the the- 
ological and political attitudes of its vast 
membership. It appears that “the aver- 
age Methodist is 48 years old, has at- 
tended college, is a gainfully employed 





structing the Assembly’s permanent com- 
mittee to report next year showing in 
what ways it is prepared to “stand sig- 
nificantly” behind ministers or congre- 
gations who are bearing their witness in 
love to the position of the church. 

With a closing period of worship and 
prayers of fellowship and dedication, led 
by the moderator, the Assembly adjourn- 
ed at 9:45 p.m. to meet next April 27 in 
the Highland Park church, Dallas, 
Texas. 

No one associated with the Assembly 
could remember when it had ever trans- 
acted its business in so short a time or 
adjourned earlier. 


white collar worker, has an income of 
over $5,000 a year, has been a Methodist 
all his life, is vitally concerned with 
social issues, knows what he believes 
about theological issues, and is excep- 
tionally well read.” For the most part 
Methodists are moderate liberals in the- 
ology. But what interests me is the as- 
sumption of the questionnaire that “lib- 
eral” means “believing that one is saved 
by one’s own efforts.” That is a new one 
on me! 


THURSDAY e I sometimes get a great- 
er impression of dedication from reading 
about actors and ballet dancers than I 
do from reading church papers. The 
New York Times carried a report re- 
cently of the decision of Elia Kazan and 
Robert Whitehead, well known theatrical 
personalities, to withdraw from the com- 
mercial theatre in order to give full time 
to repertory, dropping many thousands 
of dollars in the process. They have 
signed up a permanent company of stars, 
who are also taking big salary cuts, and 
all out of the conviction that the Amer- 
ican theatre has arrived at a dead-end 
through too much success on Broadway. 
They want to revive the great classical 
plays and to bring serious drama to the 
public, and are prepared to sacrifice for 
it. 

FRIDAY e The Roman Catholic au- 
thor, Romano Guardini, writes: “The 
church is the Cross on which Christ was 
crucified.” He, like many other Catho- 
lics, lives in a state of permanent dis- 
satisfaction with his church, and yet is 
devoutly loyal to it. 


SATURDAY e It is many years since 
I heard a reference in the pulpit to Jesus 
as the Carpenter of Nazareth. In my 
youth, in the Welsh mining valley where 
I was brought up, this was the standard 
way of referring to him, and no doubt 
it belongs to a period of theological shal- 
lowness. But I am sorry that theological 
depth seems to have given us a Byzantine 
Christ, far removed from our work-a-day 
world. 


SUNDAY e Dr. Johnson once said of 
Thomas Gray, the poet of the Elegy, ““He 
was dull in a new way, and that made 
many people think he was GREAT.” I 
wonder what he would have said of the 
preacher this morning, who was obscure 
in a new way, and gave some the impres- 
sion that he was DEEP! 
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EDITORIAL 


The 100th Assembly 


Even more than several in recent years, 
the Jacksonville meeting may well be 
called a “Christian Relations” Assem- 
bly. Although there was one overture 
seeking reversal of 1954 and other ac- 
tions on the race issue, there was prac- 
tically no sentiment in this direction and 
very little support. The standing com- 
mittee was almost unanimous in its report 
(it was unanimous in all but two points) 
and debate and opposition on the floor 
of the Assembly were negligible. 














So, a good strong statement in prac- 
tical unanimity emerges, dealing with 
phases of war and modern weapons; a 
continuing advance in race relations, with 
particular reference to the colleges and 
other institutions; a supporting word for 
the sit-in demonstrations (which could 
have been a bit clearer and more direct) ; 
an unequivocal statement on planned 
parenthood and freedom of conscience (it 
is a far cry from the older day when ef- 
forts were made to withdraw from the 
Federal Council of Churches because of 
its support of birth control); a refusal 
to say more than is justified in regard to 
possible Roman Catholic nominees for 
the Presidency. .. . 

The list is a good one, even though 
some desirable additions could have been 
made. At least, the regrettable omission 
of a highly important paragraph men- 
tioning our involvement in atomic war- 
fare reveals an area of need in our midst; 
the superficial and somewhat inane com- 
ments on involvement or the difficulty of 
extricating ourselves from participation 
in the tobacco business indicated limited 
imagination; and, most certainly, there 
are vast areas of need and concern that 
never caught the Assembly’s attention. 

Seldom if ever has an Assembly had a 
tone set in its formal addresses that more 
consistently pointed in the direction of 
the church’s involvement in the pressing 
concerns of the times—from the retiring 
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moderator’s sermon, through the new 
stated clerk’s message and the Sunday 
afternoon address by Colonel Miller the 
theme was inescapable. If someone says, 
but this could not be escaped if anyone 
is to deal with the issues of the day, let 
him be reminded of the hours and hours 
of irrelevant discourse going on all 
around us. 

It is earnestly to be hoped that the 
near-unanimous action encouraging steps 
that the Assembly suggested may lead 
us on to ultimate Presbyterian reunion 
and the stalwart resolution supporting 
the National Council of Churches will be 
re-echoed at every level of the church’s 
life. 

Another source of fruitful promise was 
the committee on Christianity and Health, 
calling for important studies for report 
next year. Indeed, so large an assign- 
ment was given that it is doubtful if it 
can be completed unless competent as- 
sistance is co-opted to aid the committee. 
This, it seems to us, ought always to be 
done where able persons could be used 
to bring needed strength and wisdom to 
an assignment. 

On the Christian Relations emphasis, 
the Assembly was informed of the genu- 
ine difficulty faced in the permanent com- 
mittee because of a fairly even division 
within the membership on basic issues 
under consideration. Although there has 
often been strong dissent, even from the 
older days of the Committee on Moral 
and Social Welfare, it is new to have such 
a lack of harmony or dissimilarity of 
views as to make the work difficult. The 
point was raised appropriately when the 
present committee was named in 1958 
as to why anyone should be named to 
serve on this body who is personally op- 
posed to the existence of such a commit- 
tee. It would seem that the permanent 
nominating committee might see to it that 
an effective committee is named to this 
important service. 

No other result could reasonably be 
anticipated but it is unfortunate that the 
complex vote by the Assembly in its clos- 
ing moments is being interpreted as turn- 
ing its back upon embattled ministers 
who find themselves in trouble because 
of their support of Assembly declara- 
tions. One extremely conservative news- 
weekly said it voted down efforts to stand 
by ministers who get into trouble when 
supporting the church’s declaration that 
segregation is contrary to the will of God. 

Our story on page 7 indicates what 
happened. The Assembly did not ac- 
tually vote on a clear-cut issue. It became 
hopelessly confused by the character of 
the standing committee’s report and the 
ensuing debate. 

The confusion appears to have come 
from two directions. One seems to have 
been apprehension at what might hap- 
pen if the Committee on the Minister and 
His Work became too ambitious. But the 
original resolution made it crystal clear 


that its function was to be limited only 
to fact finding and reporting to the As- 
sembly. 

Confusion also came when the stand- 
ing committee suggested that the perma- 
nent committee is already doing what the 
resolution asked. This obviously cannot 
be true. When the executive made his 
statement to the Assembly he simply 
echoed what had been declared earlier— 
that the committee seeks, in its limited 
way, to find a church where a displaced 
minister can be relocated. That is all. 
If it has ever acted along the line sug- 
gested by the original resolution, no one 
has ever heard of it. If it has suggested 
any ways “by which the church-at-large 
can stand significantly behind our minis- 
ters at such times,” it has done so within 
its own committee—and committee mem- 
bers insist that it has not yet dealt with 
this situation. It has certainly never re- 
ported this to the Assembly as it is ex- 
pected to do next year. If it has lines of 
communication with ministers or elders 
who discuss these problems (before a 
pastoral dissolution), then this fact 
should be more conspicuously empha- 
sized. 

If there is any way in which the 
“church-at-large” has been related to 
any one of the unhappy episodes of recent 
years, then in all fairness we should be 
told of it. 

By a close vote, the Assembly missed a 
great opportunity to take the first step 
toward “standing significantly” behind 
ministers and churches that find them- 
selves in difficulty when they have done 
their best to be loyal to the Assembly’s 
leadership. 

The abortive and unsupported effort to 
expand the resolution to include those 
who find themselves in difficulty because 
of their allegiance to the Reformed faith 
was obviously “planted” for a specific 
purpose. Safeguards toward this end are 
already available and traditional. In 
the context of the resolution this addition 
would simply have been diversionary and 
may well have been intended to be so. 

All in all, commissioners to the 100th 
Assembly should feel deeply gratified. 
They labored well. Good committee work, 
as always, paid wholesome dividends. 
There were no regrettable compromises 
in an effort to postpone a costly decision. 
Issues generally were clearcut and de- 
cisive. Progress was notable; we should 
thank God and take courage. 


Content? 


How can we be content in the face of 
a world situation with a divided Chris- 
tianity, divided to the point of absurdity? 
... Unity will not come through negotia- 
tions of ecclesiastical leaders. Unity will 
come because our hearts and minds are 
open to the will of God and we are open 
and willing to be swayed by what he 
would have us do.—Episcopal Bishop 
HENRY KNOX SHERRILL. 
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Eyes of the Soul (3) 


ASTIGMATISM 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If you were blind, you would have no 
guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ 
vour guilt remains.” —John 9:41. 


STIGMATISM is not a disease. It 
is not hurt, though it can some- 
times have long-range painful effects. It 
is not even a defect in the eye itself. Each 
eye is quite healthy and functioning. The 
trouble is that the two eyes do not func- 
tion together; in particular, they do not 
focus at the same distance. One eye will 
be looking at an object two feet away 
while the other looks this side or the other 
side of the same object. Most people 
who do not read or write, or who never 
use their eyes for close work such as 
knitting or machine-shop jobs, may have 
astigmatism all their lives and not know 
it. But a simple examination by an oph- 
thalmologist will show up the astigmatism 
at once. 

One usual test, as most readers are 
aware, is to have the patient look at a 
diagram in which sets of parallel spokes 
radiate from a center—say three lines 
pointing north, three each to the other 
points of the compass. If the observer’s 
eyes are without defect, he will see these 
lines all in clear black on white. If he is 
astigmatic, some of the lines will be 
blurred. they will look grey rather than 
black. 


SN°T THERE such a thing as spirit- 

ual astigmatism? The world faces us 
with a good many black-and-white situa- 
tions. Probably neither jet black nor pure 
white; the oculist’s chart does not always 
have perfect black or white. But still the 
lines are drawn, and a healthy unim- 
paired soul’s eyes see the distinctions 
clearly. The astigmatic, however, sees 
neither black nor white, but a dull and 
fuzzy grey. The trouble is, of course, that 
one spiritual eye is looking right at this 
black-and-white situation, but the other 
eye is either looking a few inches this 
side of the situation or looking beyond 
it. So what ought to be clear is confused. 

What may have been happening for a 
long time is now by the doctor’s examina- 
tion shown up for what it is. The patient 
may never have realized that anything 
was wrong. He thought he was looking 
at fuzzy woolly things; on the contrary 
the things were not fuzzy in the least. 
The dim look of the world was not in 
the world, it was in his own eyes the 
whole time. 

The astigmatic mind (or soul, if you 
like) never sees things clear-cut. The 
haze of uncertainty lies over all. The 
sufferer (only it doesn’t seem to hurt) 
from spiritual astigmatism never sees his 
duty clearly. “I ought” never stands 
out; it looks more like “Well, maybe I 
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should have’’; or, “‘I’d like to, but... .” 
Faced with a decision between clear-cut 
alternatives, between (let us say) vigor- 
ous action and doing nothing, the astig- 
matic sees it as a situation in which there 
is really nothing absolutely right, a de- 
batable, ambiguous situation, with much 
to be said on both sides. The situation, 
blurry as his eyesight is, seems to call for 
compromise, some half-way action; one 
neither vigorous nor quiet. 

Truth to the astigmatic eye never is 
clearly true. The fuzzy fringe of doubt 
clings to all that is known. The writer 
once knew a man who never was known 
to say Yes or No to any question; and 
he was one of the most ineffective men 
in seven states. Is that black line there? 
Well, yes and no, it’s partly black but 
yet not exactly black. Maybe it’s not 
really a line at all? 

Even with the best of glasses, some 
things are still unclear, indefinite. But 
there is no sense in seeing the world 
even dimmer than it is. Just because 
some things are uncertain, there is no 
reason for finding all things uncertain. 


READER of the Bible who is 

troubled with spiritual astigmatism 
will see obscurity where no obscurity is. 
Or perhaps he may concentrate on the 
dimness which seems to surround some 
parts of Scripture, and use it as an ex- 
cuse to complain that the Bible is in- 
comprehensible. There are real obscuri- 
ties in the Bible, to be sure; but if the 
whole Bible looks obscure from begin- 
ning to end, it’s the reader’s eyes that 
need to be examined. 

And speaking of reading, there is an- 
other trick that astigmatism plays on a 
reader. Words from the line above, or 
below, will pop into the line one is read- 
ing, sometimes making hash of the sense, 
sometimes changing the sense entirely. 
With a spiritually astigmatic person, the 
same thing happens in reading the Bible. 


He does not always see what he reads, 
just as it stands on the page. Words from 
somewhere else pop into the sentence. 
His exegesis is eisegesis, as the professor 
would say: Instead of getting a meaning 
of what’s there, he seeks the meaning 
of something that was not there till his 
bad eyesight put it there. Finding Gene- 
sis 9:20-27 to be a curse on the Negro 
race, is a first-rate example of spiritual 
(or mental) astigmatism; there is no 
Negro anywhere in those verses. Even 
if the curse of a drunken old man were 
identified with the voice of God (and 
only a very astigmatic eye could be so 
confused), the curse is still on Canaan, 
not on any Negro dead or alive. 


EW if any persons can correct their 
astigmatism by an act of will. It 
takes glasses, carefully prescribed by an 
expert. Ten-cent-store glasses will not 
do. So the cure for spiritual astigmatism 
is not to resolve to see things clearly; 
the cure is not to outgrow it; the cure is 
not to be found in cheap remedies sold 
by quacks. 
The one cure is to consult the Expert, 
and under his treatment to see the world 
in a clear light once more. 


NEXT WEEK—No. 4, Strabismus. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Who’s Who in America has published 
a posthumous citation of the gift of Al- 
bert Fuller Patton, who left a bequest of 
approximately $900,000 to Hampden- 
Sydney College (Va.), calling Mr. Pat- 
ton “donor of the memorial gift to Amer- 
ican institutions of higher education se- 
lected by the editors as most outstanding 
during the period from July 1, 1957 
through June 30, 1959.” 
e 6s 





Beaver College (Pa.), operating on 
separate campuses for some years, one at 
Glenside and the other at Jenkintown, 
will consolidate on the 55-acre campus 
in Glenside by 1962, on the show-place 
estate of the late William Welsh Harri- 
son. 





To Presbyterian Seminary Students 

With the recent death of Toyohiko Kagawa new emphasis is focused on this 
modern saint. It is probable that no Christian of the past century has been more 
highly extolled in Presbyterian sermons than this man. He was won to Christianity 
by Presbyterian missionaries and his life has been of special concern for that among 


other reasons. 


We are eager to present to any Presbyterian seminary student* without charge 
except for 25¢ for handling and mailing, a copy of the most famous book written 
about Kagawa, by William Axling, revised last in 1946 (selling at 75¢, paper), 
including many quotations from Kagawa’s own writings. Send coin with name and 


address. 


To others, we will provide the book in quantity only, while the supply lasts: 10 


or more at 25¢ each. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK e¢ 512 E. Main St. ¢ Richmond 19, Va. 


*Also students at Presbyterian School of Christian Education. 











CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 


Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed here. 
Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 
preachers; (2) commencement speakers; 
(3) others. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 


CoLUMBIA SEMINARY (Ga.)—(1) J. Will 
Ormond, Tuscaloosa, Ala., May 29; (2) 
James A. Millard, Jr., Atlanta, May 30; 
(3) J. Kelly Unger, Meridian, Miss., May 
29. 

Unton SEMINARY IN ViIRGINIA—(1) James 
B. Torrance, Dundee, Scotland, June 5; 
(2) Edward H. Jones, Norfolk, Va., June 





MONTREAT-ANDERSON (N.C.)—(1) Roy E. 
Watts, High Point, N. C., May 29; (2) 
Oliver C. Carmichael, Asheville, N.C., May 
30. 

Peace CoLLecE (N.C.)—(1) Howard 
Moody Morgan, Philadelphia, Pa., May 29; 
(2) President Ann G. Pannell, Sweetbriar, 
Va., May 30; (3) Naomi Albanese, Greens- 
boro, N.C., May 28; Mrs. Wade H. Boggs, 
Jr., Richmond, Va., May 29. 

SCHREINER INSTITUTE (Texas)—(1) Tom 
C. McGee, Harlingen, Texas, May 29; (2) 
Andrew Edington, May 30. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR (N.C.)—(1) Ben 
L. Rose, Richmond, Va., May 29; (2) Voit 
Gilmore, May 30. 

STILLMAN (Ala.)—(1) 
Stillman faculty, May 29; 
Wright, Fisk University 
29. 


Albert C. Winn, 
(2) Stephen J. 
president, Mdy 





SAFE « GENEROUS + ASSURED 


Income for you—Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells 
how your gift to the Board purchases a regular an- 
nuity which pays you an income for life and later 
serves the Church. As protection for you, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your lifetime. 
And, depending on your age, you can receive up to 
7.4% per year—regardless of prevailing business 
Payments to you are made semi-annually 
. an income for you, now, an outgo for Christian- 
A gift of this nature will be a source of 


conditions. 


ity later. 
real satisfaction to you. 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 





Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E. 


money-saving offer 


Atla nta 8, Ga. 





TO HELP YOUR CHURCH PROVIDE GIFTS 
FOR GRADUATES 


where payment accompanies order. 


Send to: NAME 


Detach and Mail 
OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE, 512 E. Main St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me by return mail books in the quantities checked below. Postage paid 


__. #4807X, RSV Reference Bible, with center-column reference and concise con- 
cordance, black genuine leather, large type. 


—_. # 4800X, same as above except maroon buckram binding. List price, $9.0 


Regular price on these special offers 
___ Barron’s Teen-Age Summer Guide, paper . . 
——. Student’s Record Book. Record for college work, paper . 
_—. Effective Living, L. S. Murray, for college freshmen . 
___. Student Prayerbook, John Oliver Nelson, editor . 
—_. John Baillie’s famous Diary of Private Prayer . 


List price, $12.50. 
Graduation Sale Price: only _— 


Graduation Sale Price: only “7. 00 


$1.50 
1.50 
3.75 
2.00 
1.50 





ADDRESS 





CITY & STATE 





CHURCH 





$ enclosed. 





[] Charge my account. 
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(postage paid for payment with order) 


(0 Charge church 
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QuEENS (N.C.)—(1) Thomas A. Fry, Jr., 
Dallas, Texas, May 29; (2) Gordon w. 
Blackwell, Greensboro, N.C., May 30. 

ScHOOL OF THE OZARKS (Mo.)—(1) 
Herbert A. Miller, St. Louis, Mo., May 22; 
(2) Edward M. Palmquist, Columbia, Mo., 
May 23. 

Mary BaLpwin (Va.)—(1) Edward H. 
Jones, Norfolk, Va., June 5; (2) Attorney 
General A. S. Harrison, Richmond, Va., 
June 5 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S.-UPUSA 

LOUISVILLE SEMINARY (Ky.)—(1) Ken- 
neth J. Foreman of the seminary faculty, 
May 29; (2) Ernest Trice Thompson, 
Richmond, Va., May 30. 

WESTMINSTER (Mo.)—(1) Vernon A. 
Crawford, St. Petersburg, Fla., June 5; 
(2) Ewald W. Busse, Duke University, 
June 6. 


PRESBYTERIAN, UPUSA 

McCormick Seminary (Ill.)—(2) E. Fay 
Campbell, Philadelphia, Pa., May 19. 

PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY (Pa.) 
—(1) President Clifford E. Barbour, May 
16; (2) Dean Liston Pope, Yale Divinity 
School, May 17. 

PRINCETON SEMINARY (N.J.)—(1) John 
W. Meister, Ft. Wayne, Ind., June 5; (2) 
yeorge A. Buttrick, Harvard University, 
June 7. 

INTER-AMERICAN UNIVERSITY (Puerto 
Rico)—(2) Morales Carrion, Under Secre- 
tary of State of Puerto Rico, May 7. 

MARYVILLE (Tenn.)—(1) President 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, May 15; (2) Frank- 
lin Clark Fry, New York, May 18. 

Hastincs (Neb.)—(1) President The- 


ron B. Maxson, May 22; (2) Chancellor 
Clifford Hardin, University of Nebraska, 
May 29. 

SHELDON Jackson, Jr. (Alaska)—(1) 


William Gavin, Sitka, Alaska, May 8; (2) 
William Prichard, Jr., Juneau, Alaska, 
May 9. 

STERLING (Kan.)—(2) 
Wichita, Kan., May 23. 

TuscuLuM (Tenn.)—(1) Kelsey Regen, 
Durham, N. C., May 22; (2) Postmaster 
General Arthur E. Summerfield, May 22. 

TARKIO (Mo.)—(1) William Fred Gra- 
ham, Waterloo, Iowa, May 22; (2) Presi- 
dent M. Earle Collins, Missouri Valley 
College, May 23. 

COLLEGE OF THE OZARKS (Ark.)—(1) 
Irvin W. Emmons, Marion, Ohio, May 29; 
(2) Governor J. Howard Edmondson of 
Oklahoma, May 29. 


Robert Young, 








LL.D.—Laws 
D. Se.—Science 


HH.D.—Humanities 
D.C.S.—Commercial 


D. D.—Divinity Science 
D.F.A.—Fine Arts -H.D.—Humane 
Letters 


D.Mus.—Music 


D.Ped.—Peda 
Litt.D.—Literature eatiied 











HONORARY DEGREES 

CoLLEGE OF THE OZARKS (Ark.)—D.D.: 
Irvin W. Emmons, Jr., Marion, Ohio; 
LL.D.: Governor J. Howard Edmondson 
of Oklahoma; D.Sc.: T. L. Smith. 

TarKIo (Mo.)—L L. D.: Elizabeth Thomp- 
son Koppenaal, Elmhurst, Ill.; Quentin 
R. Bartz, Detroit, Mich.; D.D.: Clifford 
S. Smith, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





MONTREAT ANDERSON 


Coeducational Junior College 
An Affiliated Presbyterian College 
Liberal Arts—Business Education—Music 
Terminal Courses—Business and Church Secretary 
Total Cost $805—Liberal Scholarships 
Calvin Grier Davis, President 
Box O, Montreat, N.C. 
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TuscuLuM (Tenn.)—LL.D.: Postmaster- 
General Arthur E. Summerfield, Kelsey 
Regen, Durham, N.C. 

Srertinc (Kan.)—D.D.: Edward L. 
Whittemore, Denver, Colo.; William H. 
Brownley, Claremont, Calif.; D.Sc.: Mor- 
ris F. Stubbs, Socorro, New Mexico. 

SHELDON JACKSON (Alaska)—Christian 
Citizens Award: Frank B. Heintzleman, 
former Governor of Alaska and known as 
“Mr. Alaska.” 

Hastincs (Neb.)—L.H.D.: Esther M. 
Morse, M.D., of China and India; D.D.: 
Roland C. Propst, Omaha, Neb. 

Queens (N.C.)—L.H.D.: Emily Lynch 
Lowe, New York; Mereb Ethna Mossman, 
Greensboro, N.C. 

WESTMINSTER (Mo.)—D.D.: Vernon A. 
Crawford, St. Petersburg, Fla.; D.Sc.: 
Ewald W. Busse, Durham, N.C.; LUL.D.: 
Governor James T. Blair, Jr., of Missouri. 


CHURCH CRITIC REFUTED 
IN P. L. EDITORIAL 


In an unprecedented editorial state- 
ment, Presbyterian Life, official organ of 
the UPUSA church, seems in its May 
15 issue to be engaged in an effort to 
“beard the lion.” 

Major object of the editorial appears 
to be an effort to establish the position 
that the General Assembly must speak on 
controversial questions in the realm of 
public policy. The specific critic dealt 
with is J. Howard Pew, a leading Pres- 
byterian elder, president of the Sun Oil 
Co., and a long time high-ranking Re- 
publican Party leader, who has often 
been critical of Assembly and other 
church statements and positions (OvutT- 
LOOK, April 4). 

Mr. Pew recently declared that many 
business and professional men are with- 
holding their gifts because they disagree 
with General Assembly declarations on 
social issues. 

Presbyterian Life underscores the po- 
sition of the church in relation to its ob- 
ligation to speak and it makes it clear that 
a conscientious Presbyterian may register 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—uUp to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 





ANY MINISTER FACING Retirement, Sep- 

tember, 1960, and interested in small 
field in county seat, mountain community, 
with furnished manse, is. invited to reply. 
Correspondence confidential. Address “A. 
P.” care Presbyterian Outlook. 





FOR SALE 





CHINA. Special consideration given to 

churches, schools, ete. Prices start at 
75¢ per four-piece place setting. Contact 
Mr. Albin, Cavalier China Co., Box 421, 
Chester, Va. SHadyside 8-2140. 





MONTREAT 





FOR RENT DURING BIBLE CONFER- 

ENCE: Nearly new furnished Montreat 
double garage apartment to sleep six. As- 
sembly Drive. Available August 18, $35 
week. Write Donald L. Erwin, 2405 Car- 
denas, Tampa, Fla. 


MAY 23, 1960 


his dissent. It reports, on the basis of 
a scientific sampling of opinion, that 
Presbyterians generally want their de- 
nomination to take positions on social 
matters—except on labor-management is- 
sue, where a slight majority thought the 
church should be silent. The editorial 
declares that the church must be “the 
conscience of the culture in the midst of 
which it preaches—not a rubber stamp 
of governmental power.” The editorial 
concludes: 


“Let no one take seriously that it is 
not the business of the whole church to 
speak on contemporary issues. 


“We rejoice that Mr. Pew continues to 
support the Presbyterian Church with his 
time, his thought, and his financial con- 
tributions. Mr. Pew has indicated that, 
unfortunately, some of his friends are 
giving nothing to the corporate church. 
He suggests that he thinks they are wrong 
and says that he believes ‘. . in the 
Presbyterian Church and the concepts 
upon which it was built.’ We trust that 
Mr. Pew will tell these friends in unmis- 
takable terms that the United Presbyte- 
rian Church in the USA and its General 
Assembly are not for sale.” 


Bonnell Says Confessions 
Would Help Protestants 


New York (RNS)—John Sutherland 
Bonnell, pastor of Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church here, suggested that Prot- 
estants be given the opportunity of a pri- 
vate confession to their minister as a 
mark of “a spiritual advance in Protes- 
tantism.” 

Confession, he said in a sermon, should 
not be regarded as necessarily habitual 
or compulsory, but the “thousands of our 
people who need and desire it” should 
be given a chance to confess their sins. 

Dr. Bonnell observed that leaders of 
the Reformation, including Luther, Cal- 
vin and Knox, believed that confessions, 


GOWNS 


CHOIR - PULPIT % 
STOLES - HANGINGS 3 
THE C. E. WARD CO. 


NEW LONDON, OHIO 






either public or private, had value under 
special circumstances. 

“Our failure to follow the lead of the 
Reformers has compelled psychiatrists, 
psychologists and others to ‘don the cler- 
ical collar’ and do the work of listening 
to people’s moral and spiritual problems, 
which properly belong to the clergy,” he 
stated. 

The minister told his parishioners that 
his talk was one of a series aimed at 
clarifying religious issues and increasing 
areas of understanding with other faiths. 


MINISTERING 
TO 
MILLIONS 


By STUART R. OGLESBY 


SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS 





The timely subject of the challenge 
of the city to the Christian Church 
is presented in this book. Beginning 
with cities in the Bible and proceeding 
to the present day, the need of city 
dwellers for the Christian message in 
action is examined. Specific plans are 
suggested for church work in the 
downtown, inner city, and suburban 
areas. The last two chapters comprise 
a handbook for ministers and lay 
leaders to use in establishing new 
Presbyterian churches. 

AVAILABLE ONLY FROM 


THE DEPARTMENT OF PROMOTION 


BOARD OF CHURCH 
EXTENSION 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
341-B PONCE DE LEON AVENUE, N. E. 
ATLANTA 8, GEORGIA 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N.C. 


Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 








QUEENS 





CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A Hiberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus, degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 


COLLEGE 
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IMPORTANT NEW LISTINGS OF 


CHOICE BOOK VALUES 


Save on the books you've been wanting most—for your home or church library—or for gifts. Stock up now 
for birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, graduations, etc. Some titles are in short supply. Orders will be filled 
within 48 hours as they are received. $57.35* worth of books for you for only $17.50. 


THE OUTLOOK’S FAMOUS GUARANTEE—even at these never-before-prices—if you are not 
satisfied with your purchase in any way, return it within 10 days for full credit or cash refund. 


You can’t lose. (*) Published price. 


95. THE CHRISTIAN AND HIS AMERICA. Gerald Kennedy 
(President, Methodist Council of Bishops). Harper & Bros., 
N. Y. 175 pp. (Published at $3.00.) Bishop Kennedy believes 
that “America is a faith and its greatness is rooted in Christianity.” 
He deals with great delusions of freedom, Christian vocation, and 
the demand for clear-headed, dedicated action. Only $1.00 
96. THE DIMENSION OF DEPTH. Edwin MeNeill Poteat. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. 114 pp. (Published at $2.00.) An able 
book of sermons of high devotional quality by a great Baptist 
preacher. Dr. Poteat here makes present-day discipleship seem not 
only relevant but obligatory. Only 75¢ 
97. THE TELEVISION-RADIO AUDIENCE AND RELIGION. 
Parker, Barry & Smythe. Introduction by Liston Pope. Harper 
& Bros., N. Y. 464 pp. (Published at $6.00.) Dean Pope calls 
this “required reading for every person who seeks to proclaim the 
gospel through these new media. Important for church and pastors’ 
libraries. Only $1.75 
98. RELIGIOUS RADIO. What to Do and How. Parker, In- 
man & Snyder. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 271 pp. (Published at 
$3.50.) Authorities in the field make their suggestions practical 
and useful. Only $1.00 





89. THE SPIRIT OF AMERICAN CHRISTIANITY. Ronald 
E. Osborn. (Harper, 241 pp., Published at $3.75). Ernest Trice 
Thompson says of it: “Remarkably comprehensive.” W. E. Gar- 
rison: “Better than any book I can think of, it will help the 
students to understand what it is that they are studying the 
history of.” Winthrop S. Hudson, American Society of Church 
History: “Of all the books that are written ostensibly for the 
layman, this is one that I am sure that laymen will read with 
profit and appreciation.” Only as : _~—- Shea 














A Magnificent Gift 
99. BEHOLD MY GLORY. William Purcell. Hawthorn 
Books, N. Y. 160 pp. (Published at $8.95.) Great stories 
from the Bible retold by a Bishop clergyman, accompanied by 
masterpieces inspired by the Biblical narrative. Works (32 in 
full color) of such artists as Rembrandt, Tintoretto, Fra 
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THE GOLDEN RULE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 5, 1960 
Matthew 7:1-12 


No earnest Christian can follow the 
Sermon on the Mount for long without 
being conscious of his failure to attain 
the high ideals of the kingdom. How 
can we measure up to such standards? 
How can we realize such lofty ideals in 
our own life? Jesus seems to deal with 
these very practical questions in Matt. 
7:1-12. He gives us here three simple 
but far-reaching rules by which we may 
grow in the right direction, three rules 
for living which we might term the keys 
to the kingdom. Religion, as we have 
seen, moves in three directions—inward, 
outward, and upward. It inculcates 
duties toward self, duties toward our 
neighbors, and duties toward God. In 
the first case it is self-discipline; in the 
second case it is benevolence; in the 
third case it is piety. These three rules 
for living apply to these three realms. 
We are to judge ourselves before we judge 
our neighbors; we are to do unto others 
what we would have them do unto us; 
we are to ask God, knowing that he is 
more ready to give good gifts unto us 
than any earthly father is to give good 
gifts unto his children. 


1. “Judge Not, That You Be Not 

Judged,” Matt. 7:1-6. 

What did Jesus mean by this injunc- 
tion? Did he mean that we are never 
to pass any judgment on the moral worth 
of our fellowmen, on their character or 
on their actions? We are certain that he 
cannot have meant that, for we are bound 
to form judgments, and a nature that does 
not react against evil is itself immoral. 
In the great struggle between good and 
evil, 4 man cannot remain morally neu- 
tral. To attempt to do so would be to 
pass judgment upon himself. 

In addition we have Jesus’ own ex- 
ample. He describes Herod very aptly 
as “that fox’’; he characterizes the scribes 
and Pharisees as hypocrites; and in 7:6 
he urges his followers to exercise discern- 
ment. We are to take man’s character 
into account. Not to do so involves dan- 
ger for ourselves and for others. We 
must, for example, use tact and discrim- 
ination in our presentation of Christian 
truth. We are not to put the holiest things 
of our religion before men who we know 
will befoul them—‘“lest they trample 
them underfoot and turn to attack you.” 

If this be the case, what does Jesus 
mean when he says, “Judge not, that you 
be not judged” ? 

He means, for one thing, that we are 
not to be censorious in our judgments. 
We are not to be “critical” of our neigh- 
bors. We are not to go around looking 
for the bad while at the same time we 
overlook the good. We are not to mag- 
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nify the evil out of all proportion to the 
good. 

Jesus means also that we are to be 
careful in forming our judgments and 
especially in transmitting them to our 
neighbors. We should not transmit them 
if they are derogatory judgments, unless 
we are certain of our facts, and unless it 
is necessary or helpful for us to do so. 
Perhaps he meant, also, that they should 
be tentative judgments, subject to revi- 
sion in the light of subsequent informa- 
tion or in the light of changed conditions. 
It is a good rule to accept as final no 
adverse judgment passed by men on their 
fellowmen until we have had an oppor- 
tunity to verify that judgment by direct 
observation, or in some actual experience, 
or by some other incontrovertible evi- 
dence; and even then not to hold the 
judgment as absolute. It is easy for all 
of us to misjudge men, to form our judg- 
ments on mistaken facts or without full 
knowledge of all the facts. 

We must be cautious in our judgment 
of groups as well as of individuals. Sure- 
ly Jesus must have had this in mind. His 
words, spoken originally to Jews, would 
mean, “Do not judge the Romans, for 
with what judgment you judge, you 
yourselves shall be judged, as individuals 
and as a nation.”’ All of us have the 
tendency to form mental pictures of 
groups other than our own, and these 
mental pictures are likely to be carica- 
tures and unfair therefore to the indi- 
viduals who compose the group and those 
with whom we come in contact. The pic- 
ture we form of the Jew, the Negro, the 
Russian, certainly does not fit all Jews, 
or all Negroes, or all Russians. To form 
a judgment of any group, or class, or 
race, or nation, based on isolated details, 
or partial facts, or inadequate or dis- 
torted data, is not only absurd, but also 
dangerous and sinful. 

We need to be particularly careful in 
the judgment that we form of individuals 
and groups that we do not like. For here 
especially we are likely to put the worst 
possible construction on the facts and to 
be the least careful in checking to see if 
the facts are really true. We need to be 
most careful, perhaps, in forming judg- 
ments regarding individuals or groups 
whom we do not like, and whom our 
neighbors, or the members of our social 
class, do not like. For here the tendency 
to err is multiplied many fold by the at- 
titude of our friends and neighbors. 

Jesus gives us two reasons why we 
we should avoid this critical attitude, this 
proneness to judge others rather than our- 
selves. 

First, it is dangerous and leads to our 
own judgment: “Judge not, that you 


may not be judged yourselves, for as you 
judge, so you will be judged, and the 
measure you deal out to others will be 
dealt out to yourselves” (Moffatt). From 
whence does this judgment upon our- 
selves come? Jesus does not say. Per- 
haps he means that if we adopt a critical 
attitude toward others they will adopt a 
critical attitude toward us (which is cer- 
tainly true), or he may mean, as David 
Smith thinks, that thus unwittingly we 
have judged ourselves. It may very well 
mean, and probably does mean, that this 
habit of judging others rather than our- 
selves is a sin which will bring us into 
the divine judgment. 

Second, it is inconsistent, or as Jesus 
says, hypocritical. To quote Moffatt’s 
translation: “Why note the splinter in 
your brother's eye, and fail to see the 
plank in your own eye? How can you 
say to your brother, ‘Let me take out the 
splinter from your eye,’ when there lies 
the plank in your own eye? You hypo- 
crite! take the plank out of your own eye 
first, and then you will see properly how 
to take the splinter out of your brother’s 
eye.” We need to recall here again that 
“hypocrite” in the Biblical sense means 
an actor. It may refer to one who con- 
sciously plays a part; it refers more fre- 
quently, perhaps, to one who unconscious- 
ly plays a part. And so probably here. 
There are some, no doubt, who conscious- 
ly condemn their fellowmen in order to 
conceal their own more serious failures. 
But the number is comparatively rare 
today and it was in Jesus’ day as well. 
Always to be judging our neighbor 
rather than ourselves is hypocritical, Je- 
sus suggests, because we have faults of 
our own, and commonly our faults are 
greater than those we notice in our 
neighbors—to use Jesus’ humorous illus- 
tration, we see the splinter in our neigh- 
bor’s eye, but overlook the plank that is 
in our own. 

And this brings us to the positive part 
of Jesus’ injunction and to the main point 
that he had in mind: ‘First take the log 
out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take the speck out of your 
brother’s eye.” Jesus does not say that 
we are not to bother about the mote in our 
brother’s eye, that we are never under 
any circumstances to pass judgment upon 
our neighbor. He says we are to be con- 
cerned first of all about ourselves. We 
are to judge ourselves before we judge 
others. We are not able to criticize or 
judge others helpfully and constructively 
until we first criticize ourselves. If we 
do cast out our own beam then we will 
be charitable and sympathetic and clear- 
sighted in regard to our neighbor. 

This is a truth of very wide applica- 
tion and a very important one for our 
own day. 


2. “Whatever You Wish That Men 
Would to You, Do So to Them,” 
Matt. 7:12. 


So far as we know, this was an ab- 
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solutely new summary of man’s duty to 
his fellowmen. Other teachers, both Jew- 
ish and pagan, had said things resem- 
bling it. Confucius put it in negative 
form, as did the great Jewish rabbi, Hil- 
lel. Aristotle said we should bear our- 
selves toward others as we would desire 
that they should bear themselves toward 
us. But no one made the rule so com- 
prehensive, so sweeping, as Jesus—to do 
to all men, not merely to our friends, 
what we would have them do unto us. 
Of course this rule does not sum up 
the whole of Christian ethics. It does 
not give the answer to every problem. Men 
who were determined to live by the 
Golden Rule would still make mistakes. 
With the best intentions in the world they 
would continue to do foolish and harmful 
things through sheer inability to under- 
stand the problem they are trying to solve. 
Goodwill is no substitute for wisdom, 
and many of our problems are extremely 
complicated. But with all this the Golden 
Rule offers a simple rule-of-thumb which 
throws light on every situation. It means 
not only that we shall be courteous, help- 
ful, and just to all men as we desire 
them to be courteous, helpful, and just 
to us, but also that we shall endeavor to 
put ourselves sympathetically and imag- 
inatively in their place and to do to 
them as we would have them do unto us 
if we were in their position and they in 
ours. If husbands and wives would thus 
practice the Golden Rule most domestic 
problems would disappear. If employer 
and employee would thus sympathetically 
put themselves in the position of the 
other, industrial problems would not 
prove insurmountable. If white would 
put themselves in the place of the Ne- 
groes and try to see things from their 
point-of-view, if Negroes would follow 
the reverse procedure, and if both would 
begin to do what they would like the 
other to do if they were in their place, 
racial tensions would begin to be re- 
solved. What does it mean to a Negro 
child to discover for the first time that 
people regard him with contempt because 
his skin is black? What anguish do we 
cause Negro fathers and mothers when 
we deny their sons and daughters oppor- 
tunities which we claim for our own as 
a matter of course! What humiliations do 
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we press daily upon millions of sensitive 
souls in the abuses which attend our 
practice of segregation! 

Put yourself in the Negro’s place. And 
then do unto him as you would have him 
do unto you if you were in his position. 
This is Jesus’ very simple but very pro- 
found solution for the race problem. And 
Negroes, of course, must put themselves 
in the place of their white neighbors and 
realize how difficult it is for even the best 
intentioned to break with the traditions 
and the practices of their group. A hotel, 
for example, which extends its services 
to Negro patrons may face the withdrawal 
of the white patrons on whom it is de- 
pendent for support. The Golden Rule 
is applicable to both Negroes and whites. 
It may not solve our race problem, but it 
points the way out. 

“Whatever you wish that men would 
do to you, do so to them.” This is the 
second rule by which we measure up to 
the righteousness of the kingdom, and 
through which we may secure God’s bless- 
ing for ourselves and society, but there 
is a third which goes beyond self, beyond 
our neighbor even, and looks unto God. 


3. “Ask...Seek... Knock.” Matt. 

7:7-11. 

Jesus is speaking here about prayer. 
But the prayer that he encourages in- 
cludes more than mere words. It means 
not only to ask (petition) but also to 
seek (which implies intellectual effort) 
and to knock (which involves physical 
exertion). There are three ways in which 
a man can cooperate with God, says Dr. 
Fosdick in his excellent little book on 
The Meaning of Prayer—thought, work, 
and prayer. There are some things which 
God can do through a man only as he 
thinks, there are some things which God 
can do only as he works, and there some 
things which God can do only as he 
prays; but no one of these three can ever 
quite take the place of the other two. 
This is.a very helpful analysis, and very 
true. But Jesus’ words suggest that 
thought, work, and prayer are inex- 
tricably bound together—if we are to 
cooperate with God, or if God is to work 
through us for our highest good. We 
must ask and we must seek and we must 
knock, all at the same time. It will not 
do much good, for example, to pray (i.e., 
ask) for a just and peaceful society, if 
we are not willing to give hard and 
serious thought as to how this may be 
accomplished, and if we are not willing 
to knock (i.e., work) that doors may be 
opened and obstacles removed. In the 
Greek, the tenses used indicate continu- 
ous and repeated effort: Keep on asking 
and we will receive, keep on seeking and 
we will find, keep on knocking and it 
will be opened to us. 

How are we to understand Jesus’ 
promise? Does it apply to material bless- 
ings or to spiritual blessings? If we study 
the words in their context we shall prob- 


ably agree that the promise applies pri- 
marily to the latter. Jesus has been talk- 
ing about the kingdom of God—the bless- 
ings of the kingdom and the righteous- 
ness of the kingdom. And now he tells 
us how we may obtain them: ‘Ask, and 
it will be given you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.” In a parallel passage Luke indi- 
cates that this is his conception, for he 
quotes Jesus as explaining his promise 
in these words: “If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your heay- 
enly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him?” (11:13) 

The promise applies then, first of all, 
to moral and spiritual values, and here 
it is absolutely true. If we ask sincerely 
enough, seek zealously enough, and knock 
persistently enough, keep on asking, keep 
on seeking, and keep on knocking, we 
shall receive, we shall find, ways will 
be opened to us. 

In regard to material things, the prom- 
ise also tends to be true. But there is no 
assurance that we shall obtain the things 
for which we ask. And we can be thank- 
ful that this is so. I would be afraid to 
pray if I did not know that God is wiser 
than I, that he answers me, not neces- 
sarily as I have asked, but according to 
his infinite wisdom and love. That, ap- 
plied to material things, is the promise 
here. 

Goodspeed translates Jesus’ words in 
verse 8: “For it is always the one who 
asks who receives, and the one who 
searches who finds, and the one who 
knocks to whom the door opens.”’ That 
is true of earthly things—wisdom, wealth, 
prestige, or power. It is also true of 
heavenly things. We cannot get the bless- 
ings of the kingdom or its righteousness 
unless we ask, seek, and knock. If we 
keep on asking, keep on seeking, and 
keep on knocking, we shall receive; for, 
as Moffatt translates the verse: ‘“Every- 
one who asks receives, the seeker finds, 
the door is opened to anyone who 
knocks.” 

The argument in verses 9-11 is from 
the less to the greater. We give good 
gifts to our children. How much more 
will our heavenly Father give good gifts 
to those who ask him? But why does 
Jesus speak of a stone for a loaf and a 
serpent for a fish? I think it is because 
so often God seems to give us a stone. 
We pray for health and health never 
comes; we pray for the life of some loved 
one and death arrives instead. We ask 
for bread and it seems as though God 
has given us a stone. But we know that 
this cannot be the case. We trust God 
and know that some day we shall know 
even as now we are fully known. (Adapt- 
ed from the Author’s The Sermon on the 
Mount and its Meaning for Today, pub- 
lished by the John Knox Press.) 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Roland W. Rainwater from Gallatin, 
Tenn., to 804 Barrow Ct., Columbia, Tenn., 
June 1. 

William A. Lofquist from Chapel Hill, 
N. C., to Barium Springs, N. C., June 7. 

William F. Pruitt, Jr., from Sherman, 
Texas, to World Missions Bldg., Montreat, 
N. C, 

David E. Boozer from Flemington, Ga., 
to assistant pastor First church, Bruns- 
wick, Ga. 

W. C. Kennicutt from 
to Crocker, Mo. 

Thomas G. Kay from Wiggins, Miss., 
to Westminster church, 4253 W. Capitol 
St., Jackson 9, Miss. 








LaGrange, Mo., 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Gayraud S. Wilmore, associate secre- 
tary in the UPUSA Department of Social 
Education and Action, Philadelphia, will 
become assistant professor of social 
ethics at Pittsburgh Seminary, Sept. 1961, 
after spending the coming year in ad- 
vanced study. 

Harold Rambo from Holyoke, Colo., to 
the First church, La Moure, N. Dak. 

Harold V. Simon from Pratt, Kan., to 
110 N. Main St., Greeneville, Tenn., 
June 1. 

Ilion T. Jones from San Anselmo, Calif., 
to 538 Rowland Blvd., Novato, Calif., 
June 1. 

James E. Watt from Vanderbilt, 
to the Milton church, Rittman, Ohio. 

Edward M. Thomas from Berry, Pa., 
to assistant pastor First church, Beaver, 
Pa. 

William C. Barnes has become pastor- 
emeritus of the First church, Vandergrift, 
Pa 

John B. Tavaglione from Oliphant, Pa., 
to the Latta Memorial church, Christiana, 
Pa. 

Joseph J. Lemen from Owensville, Mo.., 
to the First church, Monette, Mo. 

Charles W. Watt from North Braddock, 
Pa., to the Gibson Heights church, St. 
Louis, Mo. Address: 1108 Lawn 

Donald E. Zimmerman has resigned as 
executive secretary of St. Louis Presby- 
tery in order to become general presbyter 
of the Presbytery of Chicago. 

Ashton R. Allen from Dayton, Ohio, to 
the St. Pauls church, Kansas City, Mo. 


Pa., 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 











Richard V. Beesley from Mt. Vernon, 
Ind., to the Versailles, Mo., church. 

Matthew C. Cavell, Evansville, Ind., 
and Mrs. Cavell will become members of 
the faculty of the College of the Ozarks 
(Ark.) in September. 

Rufus D. Wingert has retired from his 
McArthur, Ohio, pastorate. 

John R. Graham, formerly of Casper, 
Wyo., has become pastor of the Pacific 
Palisades, Calif., church. 

James A. McDill from Panorama City, 
Calif., to become superintendent of the 
Monte Vista Grove homes, Pasadena, 
Calif., residence for retired Presbyterian 
ministers. 

Harold N. Banks from Lakewood, Calif., 
to the Nunaka Valley, near Anchorage, 
Alaska, where he will organize a National 
Missions church. 

Cornelius O. Berry from Newark, N. J., 
to the St. Albans church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Richard W. Evans from Dubuque, Iowa, 
to the Germain church, Waterveldt, N. Y. 

Newton Fink, formerly of South Africa, 
is serving the Yaphank, N. Y., church. 

Richard Hughes from Rochester, N. Y., 
to the staff of the Albany, N. Y., Council 
of Churches. 

Clinton E. Kinney from Rochester, 
N. Y., to the Medina, N. Y., church. 

Gordon W. Mattice from Jamaica, L. L., 
N. Y., to the Lake Street church, Elmira, 
N. Y., effective Aug. 1. 

Howard A. Northacker, Elkhurst, N. Y., 
is retiring from the active pastorate. 

Paul C. Price from Binghamton, N. Y., 
to the Valley Stream, N. Y., church. 

Charles E. Rice from Cochranville, Pa., 


to New Scotland, N. Y. 

T. Francis Smith will retire from the 
pastorate of the First church, Warrens- 
burg, N. Y., July 31. 

Woodrow W. Witmer from Lockport, 
N. Y., to Corning, N. Y. 


DEATHS 

Charles R. Erdman, 93, died at his home 
in Princeton, N. J.. May 9. He was a pro- 
fessor at Princeton Seminary 1906-36. In 
1925 he was elected moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. Dr. Erdman was the author 
of many books, particularly in the field 
of Bible study. 

Mrs. T. Ralph (Katie C.) Aikin, 84, died 
May 9 in Palm Beach, Fla. Since retire- 
ment the Aikins have made their home in 
Bellefontaine, Ohio, where Mr. Aikin now 
resides. 


CHURCH EXTENSION (U. S.) 

James Earhart, Cincinnati, Ohio., and 
Atlanta, Ga., has become assistant in the 
department of Urban Church for the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Church Exten- 
sion. 

Jean K. Ryburn has resigned as assist- 
ant in the Church Extension department 
of promotion and has plans to travel. 


CHAPLAINS 
George S. Buse, 2871 38th Ave., Oak- 
land, Calif. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

CAMEROUN: The George A. Ankers, 
Hospital Pourtelas, Neuchatel, Switzer- 
land; the Rene Ryters, 6883 Weber Rd., 
Affton 23, Mo. 





KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


cation at low costs.” 


vidual student. 


Education, Music, History, Engtish, 


on Secondary level, Social Sciences, 


Write: 


James A. Colston, President 


KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 


Distinguished by its emphasis on “high quality edu- 
A fully accredited United 
Presbyterian Church-related college with a student 
body of 600 representing more than 20 states. This 
“A”’-rated liberal arts college has a competent and 
skilled faculty, dedicated to do the best for the indi- 


Courses lead to a Bachelor's degree where one may concentrate in: 
Religion, Health and 
Romance Languages, Business Education, Pre-Engineering. Pre-Nursing, Teaching 
Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, 


THE REGISTRAR 


KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 


Elementary 


Physical Education, 


Sociology. 


Knoxville 21, Tennessee 











WESTMINSTER 


A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 
A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 


For catalog and information write 


ROBERT L. D. DAVIDSON, President 








FLORA 


The 1960 Summer Session 


Second Term: 


The Director of the Summer Session 


MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
Announces 

First Term: June 6-July 9 

July 18-August 20 

For Information Write: 
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